Community Events & Important Dates

April 5-7 — Bellbrook Lions Ladies Auxiliary
Garage Sale

April 7 — Good Friday (City Offices closed)
April 9 — Easter Sunday
April 21-23 — Sugar Maple Festival

May 4-6 — Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Community
Garage Sale

May 29 — Memorial Day (City Offices closed)

June 10—Little Miami Watershed Network
River Festival

June 16 — Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Community
Support Center's Annual Community
Appreciation Event

June 19 — Juneteenth (City Offices closed)

July 4 — Independence Day (City Offices

closed)

2022 Water Quality Report

The 2022 Annual Water Quality
Report for the City of Bellbrook
is now available online at

= www.tinyurl.com/
waterquality2022. This report
_ contains important information
about the source and quality of
s your drinking water. For more
~information, or if you would like
a paper copy mailed to you, please contact
the Utility Billing Office at (937) 848-4638.

Bellbrook Historical Museum
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If you have been in downtown Bellbrook
recently, you may have noticed the updates to
the Bellbrook Historical Museum! The
building’s restoration came as part of a project
to repair other areas of the Museum. While
the building underwent repair work, its original
features were revealed. The building was
evaluated, and it was found that it had the
potential to be restored as a log cabin, which
was how it was originally built in approximately
1825! Work began in August 2022 and was
completed in March 2023. The Museum'’s
grand reopening is planned for April 21-23
during the Sugar Maple Festival. Hours are to
be announced, so please be sure to stop by!

Message from the Mayor

Greetings Bellbrook! We have been teased with some spring
weather, and | am sure you will join me in the anticipation of
more to follow. | look forward to the opportunity to get outside
and enjoy great times within our community! You will notice
around the City that we have started some of the projects you
asked for regarding improvements to our infrastructure and
making Downtown Bellbrook more enjoyable and accessible.

The City received funding for the installation of a shared-use
path across the Franklin Street bridge into Downtown,
providing better access for pedestrians and cyclists. This is the
first of several projects for investment into improvements for
Downtown Bellbrook. The City was awarded $770k from the
American Rescue Plan Act, and your input for the use of those
funds has led to the prioritization of projects that Bellbrook is currently undertaking. One
of those projects was the installation of outdoor warning sirens which will help alert our
community of potentially dangerous weather. We are also beginning work on improving the
flow of stormwater through a project on Lower Hillside and developing a structured
stormwater maintenance and management system.

We were successful in receiving a grant through Greene County to begin the Downtown
Streetscape projects that are focused on improving the accessibility and safety of our
Downtown. We remain focused on improved pedestrian safety and better access to the
core amenities of Downtown Bellbrook. The City was also successful in obtaining grant
funding for the resurfacing of both Main Street and Franklin Street as well as improving the
intersection. This will include repaving the length of those streets in the Downton area as
part of the Streetscape Project.

We remain committed to the priorities given to us by our residents. Reaching and
maintaining those goals depends solely on the availability of resources. As we progress into
summer and continue with these improvements and new opportunities for Bellbrook, it is
equally important we maintain the high level of public safety and City services that create
the high quality of life we all enjoy. We anticipate increases in the cost of materials,
supplies, and labor for not just the new projects, but also for the day-to-day delivery of
services to the community. Acknowledging these challenges, we remain committed to
operating efficiently and transparently to make sure no resource is wasted while continuing
to provide the best service possible. We encourage you to stay engaged and informed as
we continue to seek ideas and input to maintain improvements in the City. We will continue
to provide opportunities to gather that input and listen to your priorities.

We have several ways for you to access information and engage with us, including our City
website, our email addresses, and phone numbers. | encourage you to reach out to me,
other Council members, or City Administration with questions, challenges, or comments.
Happy Spring, Bellbrook!

— Mayor Michael Schweller

leable Age-Friendly Community Survey

#8 The City of Bellbrook has issued a survey on age-friendly community
24 improvements and is requesting residents consider participating. The
WY information obtained from this survey provides critical input needed to
! create priorities and projects focused on improvements within our
community, making it more age-friendly and livable for all residents.

The survey can be found on the City’s website at www.cityofbellbrook.org. With questions
or concerns, please call (937) 848-4666. We appreciate your time and input to help shape
Bellbrook into a more livable and age-friendly community!




City Council

Bellbrook’s City Council is the City’s
legislative and policy-making body. The
Council comprises a mayor and six
council members elected at large on a
non-partisan basis. The Bellbrook City
Council invites you to attend its regular
meetings on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7 pm of each month
(unless otherwise noticed). For information about City
Council, past meetings, and current issues, call (937) 848-
4666 or visit the City Council page on our website at
www.cityofbellbrook.org/page/council_home.

Bellbrook City Council Members

Mike Schweller, Mayor
Forrest Greenwood, Deputy Mayor
Elaine Middlestetter, Council Member

T.J. Hoke, Council Member
Ernie Havens, Council Member

Brady Harding, Council Member
Katherine Cyphers, Council Member

Seasonal Information

Downtown Projects Begin

Residents spoke and we took action! There are several projects
beginning that improve our infrastructure to enhance safety and access
to Downtown Bellbrook. As we prepare to get the projects bid and
underway, there will be some changes to traffic through Downtown.
Some of the major projects occurring include:

1 Multi-use path and realignment of the Franklin Street bridge at
Little Sugarcreek Road

Installation of controlled mid-block crosswalks

all of North and South Main Street

Improvements for pedestrian access and flow and intersection
improvements for Franklin Street and Main Street

1
9 Repaving and remarking of Franklin Street through Downtown and
1

I Streetscape improvements for Franklin Street

As we celebrate these great improvements to your Downtown Bellbrook
through the fall of 2023, take time to watch the progress and growth, but
always be cautious and aware as you travel by car, bike, or on foot! As
these projects are finalized for bidding, we will publish updates and
status reports to help you watch your investment into the community
take action. Thank you for your support!

Property Maintenance Standards

Bellbrook is filled with desirable neighborhoods and homes for
all income levels, making our community an appealing place to
live. To aid in maintaining desirability, the City of Bellbrook
utilizes a Property Maintenance Code and Zoning Code that
outline and promote orderly development and set acceptable
standards for property owners citywide. All residents are
expected to maintain their property to those standards to help
keep the City’s neighborhoods as attractive locations to live. If
you see a property with possible Property Maintenance Code
or Zoning Code violations, please contact the City so that it
may be remedied. Residents can submit property concerns by
calling (937) 848-4666 or online at www.cityofbellbrook.org/
page/zoning property_complaints.

Common Property Maintenance Problems:

A Overgrowth: Tall grass higher than eight inches and/
or other vegetative growth
House maintenance: Broken windows, roof and

\ gutter issues, peeling paint, etc.

Garbage & Debris: Dilapidated furniture, household
products, construction materials, etc.

Inoperable or unlicensed vehicles: Vehicles or
trailers that are inoperable or unlicensed in
residential areas

© Parking: Vehicles and/or recreational vehicles must
5> be parked on paved surfaces, not grass

Accessory structures: Improperly maintained
garages, sheds, fences, retaining walls, swimming
pools, etc.

o0

Little Miami Watershed Network

Spring is creeping up—are you feeling it? Are you thinking
about what you need to do to your yards and gardens to
get them ready for the upcoming summer? If so, you are in
good company. It's a perfect time to plan and take action;
however, do you find yourself questioning what to do this
year, especially considering the environmental problems
caused by recent events? Are you thinking about how to minimize the
use of chemicals on your land because you are learning that their
negative impacts could be more costly than their benefits? Give
yourself the opportunity to learn about and consider alternative
practices for a beautiful yard. There are some great ones out there.
Take a moment to look at the products you are using to make your
lawn green or weed-free. Learn about them, their purpose, benefits,
and drawbacks so you can decide what best aligns with what is
important to you, your family, and your neighborhood. Not only will you
make more informed decisions, but you will also become a savvier
consumer. What happens if you don't like what you are learning but
you feel at a loss about what to do differently? Research your options—
take one item that you want to change and learn more about it. Ask
questions. It's okay if you don’'t change everything at once. Follow what
feels best to you. Know too, that there are people like you who are
looking for different ways of beautifying their yards. Talk with them.
Look at organic lawn care compared to inorganic.
Use less fertilizer. Consider prairies or gardens in
lieu of grass. Add a rain garden. Explore the use of
paver stones in sand instead of a concrete patio. i
Plant more trees. These are just a few possibilities.
You can also check out the websites of non-profit
organizations for ideas. Here are two we'd like to
mention. They are “The Wild

Ones” (www.wildones.org) and the “Ohio Native
Plant Month” (www.ohionativeplantmonth.org).
They, and others like them, are packed with
information to teach you about the possibilities of creating beautiful,
life-enhancing yards. They are helpful and effective in making a positive
environmental difference. Learn, discover, and choose what makes the
most sense for you. You don't have to do everything at once. Pick one
area or one idea and apply it to create a beautiful yard that is nurturing
to you, your family, your neighbors, the creeks, the river, and the
wildlife living alongside you. It will bring a whole new meaning to spring!

Harbinger-of-spring (Erigenia
s bu/bgsa}g &
Source: Ohio DNR


http://www.wildones.org
http://www.ohionativeplantmonth.org

Community

Bellbrook-

Please join us for our Community Appreciation Event on June 16th! We want to say THANK YOU to you for all
of the support that you've provided to us this year! This year, we are redesigning our program model to feature
two Bellbrook-Sugarcreek-focused programs. Rise & Shine provides individualized wrap-around support to
community members who are looking to increase their financial and overall stability. Under Our

Umbrella provides immediate needs assistance to retirement-age or disabled community members who need
ongoing support. We are proud to also be able to provide two funded, regionally-focused programs. Greene
County Strong Families is funded by the United Way of Greater Dayton and allow us to provide comprehensive
services to any family in Greene Co looking to enhance the stability of their housing, child's academic success,
and job opportunities. OhioKAN is funded by the state of Ohio and navigates resources and breaks down
barriers to assist and support all kinship and adoptive families.

The Bellbrook Sugarcreek Optimist Club invites you
to participate again in the patriotic community
service program called “Avenue of Flags.” This

v fundraiser helps us support activities for youth in our
community. For $50, we deliver and place a 3' by 5’
American flag on a 10’ flag pole in front of your home
or business on the five national holidays. We are

responsible for the replacement of any flag that is

damaged or stolen and we store the flags

between holidays. Renew and pay online at
www.bellbrooksugarcreekoptimist.com/aof-

sign-up. Subscriptions are also available at the

BellHop Café. Please call (937) 469-7644 for

questions or more information. Thank you for your participation!




