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Comunity Events &
Important Dates
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August 5 — Bellbrook Police Department
National Night Out

August 6—Bellbrook Fire Department
“Touch-A-Truck” Event

August 19—20 — Bellbrook Lions Club 75th
Annual SummerFest

September 5 — Labor Day (City Offices
closed)

September 10 — Bellbrook-Sugarcreek
Community Clean-Up Day

October 3—7 — Fire hydrant flushing

October 11 — Bellbrook Fire Department
Open House

October 31 — Halloween & Trick-or-Treat
November 8 — Election Day

November 11 — Veterans Day (City Offices
closed)

November 24 — Thanksgiving Day (City
Offices closed)

November 25 — Day After Thanksgiving
(City Offices closed)
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Engage Bellbrook

The City has launched a resident
engagement space to seek input

from our community to better

understand the needs and per-

ceptions of our service to the community and
identify areas for improvement. Surveys will
become available on a variety of topics at
engage.cityofbellbrook.org. Please visit the
City's website and social media pages to stay
informed on when surveys are available.
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Message from the Mayor

Greetings Bellbrook! | hope everyone has enjoyed some great
times these past few months as we come into the final month
of summer. This year’s restart of the Sugar Maple Festival set
records for attendance and activities while kicking off some
good weather and all the great things Bellbrook has to offer.
We are now looking forward to the annual Bellbrook Lion’s
Club “Summerfest” on August 19th and 20th to continue cele-
brating the organizations and people who make up this great
community.

City Council has been working hard to listen to what the priorities of the communi-
ty are, and we have started taking action on several important projects. For the
past couple of years, we have focused on improving downtown, and our most re-
cent action was to implement the Streetscape Study. We are excited to put the
first improvement project to bid that will create safe crossings on Franklin Street
and N. Main Street as well as some landscaping and streetscaping. The next priori-
ty identified is stormwater management, and the City has put to bid improvement
projects to help eliminate past and potential future problems including culvert re-
placement/repair, and new storm drainage. The next project the City is currently
working on is the installation of outdoor warning sirens with a bid for that project
underway.

We are excited to continue bringing improvements to the City of Bellbrook with a
focus on improving the quality of life for all of our residents. We have introduced
several new tools on the City website to make sure we are engaged and respon-
sive to the needs our residents identify. If you haven't already done so, please take
the time to access our City website for the latest developments around town. As
always, please continue to reach out and help shape the future of Bellbrook.

Community Improvement Grant Awarded

Age-Friendly Community Grant Awarded

| The City received a grant in the amount of
& $75,000 in contribution to crosswalk and
roadway improvements downtown. The
= overall project cost is estimated to be

14 $200,000, which the grant is substantially

~ assisting with. The same grant was awarded
to help pay for the Streetscape Study in the amount of $25,000.

It is with great support from the Greene County Board of Commis-
sioners that we are able to fund not just a study for improvement to
Downtown Bellbrook, but also fund the actual projects. The project
is expected to be bid out late summer of 2022 with construction
starting early spring of 2023.

The City was awarded a $10,000 grant from the Del Mar
Healthcare fund through the Dayton Foundation after receiving a
recommendation by the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commis-
sion Institute for Equitable and Livable Communities Steering
Committee. The grant will be used for a Phase 1 assessment for the
AARP livable, age-friendly community multi-
year planning effort. The City is registered in
the AARP’s program and ready for the next
steps of this process. The next phase is a
multi-year plan to improve downtown walka-
bility, housing, recreation space, zoning code,

and in-home aging.



City Council

City Council is the legislative and policy-making body of the city. The Council comprises a mayor and
six council members elected at-large on a non-partisan basis. The Bellbrook City Council invites you
to attend its regular meetings on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month. Meetings begin at 7 pm.
For information about City Council, past meetings, and current issues, call (937) 848-4666 or visit the
City Council page on our website (cityofbellbrook.org/page/council_home).

. : ARPA Funds Update
Meet Your City Council Members P
. The City was awarded a total of $769,292 from the Local
' Mike Schweller, Mayor Fiscal Recovery Fund through the American Rescue Plan
F e d. Deput Act of 2021 (ARPA). To ensure the use of these funds is
T Sl SIS nkaLeieieh B 2157 transparent for City residents, we are providing an up-
Mayor date on how some of the funds are being used:
il B ikl ession, Come! I Stormwater/drainage improvement project on Lower
Member Hillside Drive
. T.J. Hoke, Council Member 1 Drainage improvements in problem areas (to be iden-
tified and announced at a later date)
T Ernie Havens, Council Member 1 Downtown streetscape projects on priority areas
9 Brady Harding, Council Member (walkability and safety) . .
I Outdoor tornado/emergency sirens (plans for project
1 Katherine Cyphers, Council Member installation and completion in fall 2022)

Seasonal Information

Severe Weather

Severe weather can happen anytime, in any part of the country. Severe weather can include hazardous
conditions produced by thunderstorms, including damaging winds, tornadoes, large hail, flooding and flash
flooding, and strong winds. Everyone needs to know what to do in the case of a weather emergency. In gen-
eral, it is recommended that everyone be prepared to sustain themselves for a minimum of three days.

The key to this advance planning is keeping an emergency kit, having an emergency plan, and staying in-
formed. A great resource for implementing these three steps can be found at www.ready.gov. This site will
provide you with details and suggestions to be prepared for the unpredictability of severe weather.

The Little Miami Watershed Network

Don’t Wash Your Car in the Driveway

Is washing my car at home in the driveway bad for the environment? Yes! When you wash your car at home, all
the stuff you want off your car (road muck, traces of exhaust residue, oily grit, gasoline) and the soap you use can run
down your driveway, into the street, and then into the nearest storm drain. From there, it will go directly to the Little
Miami River or one of her tributaries. Car residues contain heavy metals, hydrocarbons, and other chemicals that are
toxic to aquatic wildlife. Even the soap you use can also be harmful to fish. It can break down the protective layers on
their skin and gills; this impairs their breathing and makes them more susceptible to infections.

Is going to the carwash really any different? Yes! Commercial carwashes collect the water and treat/filter it so it can be reused. After
multiple uses, it is sent to the sanitary sewer system to be treated, just as the water from your home is.

If you are going to wash your car yourself, follow these tips:

9 Park your car on the grass or gravel so the water soaks into the ground. The Little Miami Watershed Network’s vision: “A

Ny ‘ X sustainable, high-quality Little Miami watershed
1 Use non-toxic, biodegradable soap, and use it sparingly for people and wildlife, now and in the future.”
9 Use an adjustable hose nozzle, so you use less water, and the hose is not constantly

running. To learn more or get involved, go to

q www.Imwn.org or

1

Rinse and wring sponges or cleaning rags into a bucket. Do not hose them down in il Coret e b 6 2

the grass or on the driveway.
Pour any excess soapy water down the drain in your house so it goes into the sani-
tary sewer system.


http://www.ready.gov
http://www.lmwn.org%0d
mailto:execdirector@lmwn.org

Community

Bellbrook Sugarcreek Optimist

Our Avenue of Flags continues to thrive. We now
are placing over 500 flags in Bellbrook and Sug-
arcreek Township on five holidays. If you would
like a flag for Labor Day, Veterans Day, and the
five holidays in 2023, go to our website bellbrook-
sugarcreekoptimist.org and sign up or get a sub-
scription form at the BellHop Café. The cost for
the last two holidays in 2022 and all five in 2023 is $65. Subscriptions
should be received before August 22 to ensure you get your flags in
time. In other news, our informal social gathering meets at the Buffa-
lo Wild Wings in Sugarcreek Plaza on the first Wednesday of each
month. We gather at 5:30 pm for fellowship and food. Our guest
speakers have provided some local insights for our enjoyment. Eve-
ryone is welcome at the Wednesday Evening Optimist Gathering.
For more information, call (937) 469-7644. Our monthly meetings
on the third Thursday at noon continue at the BellHop Café.

Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Community
Support Center
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Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Chamber of
Commerce

Winters-Bellbrook Library

Hello, I'm Joanna Sullivan, and | go by Miss Jo
with the kiddos! After completing a master's in
education at Wright State University, | worked
with students of various grades in Montgomery
and Clinton counties before beginning a career
in youth services at the public library. Now I've
had the pleasure of serving kids and their fami-
lies for over ten years, and I'm excited to be
Winters-Bellbrook Community Library's newest
Youth Services Librarian! | know Miss Joanne is
very missed, and | plan to follow in her footsteps
as | create wonderful experiences for kids and families to enjoy
at the library and within our community.

In the future, you'll see a focus on family programming, including
monthly Family Nights and Drop-in Crafts during the school year.
Every so often, we'll host Family Game Nights and Movie Nights.
For our elementary students, we will start a new STEAM-
oriented program series called Elementary Explorers, and we'll
revive our monthly book club for upper elementary grades! For
our youngest patrons, we'll continue Wednesday morning
storytimes, expanding to three different sessions, including baby
storytime, toddler storytime, and preschool storytime. We will
also aim to offer a sensory storytime and a Saturday storytime
every so often, so be sure to keep an eye on our events calendar!

We are gearing up for more fun at Winters while we continue to
read, discover, learn, and grow together!

Bellbrook Historical Museum

One week in May was dedicated to hosting the third-grade class
from the Stephen Bell School.

Museum staff and volunteers designed a tour highlighting key
points of Bellbrook's history and pointed out artifacts that ap-
peal to kids. This annual event provides an excellent opportunity
for students to learn about Bellbrook's history.

Visit the Museum's rotating ex- s o
hibit room. First, witness the ex- /

traordinary saga of Sleepy Tom, '
Bellbrook's world-record-

holding blind trotting horse. Then,
look closely at a collection of
women's finery from the late
1800s and early 1900s, including
hats, clothing, and shoes. A spe-
cial attraction comprises a unique collection of fans from all over
the world. Did you know that the way you hold a fan conveys a
different meaning? See the fans and learn the secret meanings.

The Museum makes history come alive. Guests enter the Muse-
um and experience the past. Many share remembrances that the
artifacts reveal. It may be that their grandmother used similar
items displayed throughout the Museum, or they recall child-
hood experiences with the artifacts. A visit brings back so many
wonderful memories.

Located at 42 North Main Street in Bellbrook, the Museum is
A open Wednesdays from 10 am to 4 pm
and Saturdays from 12 pm to 5 pm. Our
front door is getting repaired, so please
® enter through the side door on Walnut
§ Street. We look forward to visiting with
our old friends and meeting new ones!




