Clty of Bellbrook Newsl‘ei'ter

Commumty Events

April 15 — Good Friday (City Offices closed)
April 17 — Easter Sunday
April 22 - 24 — Sugar Maple Festival

April 27 - 29 — Bellbrook Lions Ladies
Auxiliary Garage Sale

May 5 - 7 — Bellbrook-Sugarcreek
Community Garage Sale

May 30 — Memorial Day (City Offices
closed)

June 10 — Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Community
Support Center’s Annual Community
Appreciation Event

June 20 — Juneteenth Observance (City
Offices closed)

July 4 — Independence Day (City Offices
closed)

City Social Media Update
We are back on Facebook and
now on Twitter! The purpose
of these sites is for the City to
share certain information, doc-
uments, photos, videos, and information
that the City deems to be of public interest
to Bellbrook residents, businesses, and visi-
tors. They are not traditional public forums,
and the City reserves all rights to control
the content. Comments expressed on the
sites other than those posted by the City do
not necessarily reflect the opinions and po-
sitions of the City of Bellbrook or its elected
officials, officers, and employees. The City
reserves the right to discontinue this site at
any time for any reason without no-
tice. Comments and messages may not be
monitored or responded to, so please re-
member to contact the City directly
at (937) 848-4666 or
www.cityofbellbrook.org for infor-
mation or responses.

April 2022

Message from the Mayor

Greetings, Bellbrook! As we welcome Spring, it reminds me of
all the great new things that await the City of Bellbrook. We
are ready to hang up our coats and get outside to enjoy activ-
ities and locations in our great community. As you venture
out, you will see some great things happening around the City
that will improve the quality of life in Bellbrook.

The City has received the first installment of the Local Fiscal
Recovery Fund through the American Rescue Plan Act of
2021 (ARPA). We were awarded a total of $769,292, and we
have created a plan for the best use of those funds to bring
the most benefit to you, the taxpayer. We listened to the pri-
orities brought to us by the community and heard a main concern being storm-
water drainage and management. We have already committed funding to make
improvements to some drainage areas as well as developing a structured mainte-
nance and management system. In addition, we will invest in additional infrastruc-
ture to improve drainage in some problem areas.

The next exciting improvement is the implementation of our Downtown
Streetscape Improvement Plan. We have committed funds to start working on the
priority projects identified through the Streetscape Study, mainly focusing on im-
proved walkability and safety for people within the Downtown area. We are hope-
ful to receive some community development funding from Greene County to help
extend our funds and bring a better return to you, the taxpayer. We are focused
on better and safer pedestrian access to the core of Downtown and the adjacent
open green spaces. We are excited to have a lot of activities in Downtown Bell-
brook this Spring and Summer.

One additional investment we continue to make is maintaining our interior streets
paving program. This year we increased the funding to allow for more repaving to
be done to keep our neighborhoods and roadways safe and well maintained. We
expect an increase in cost for paving this year, but we are committed to keeping
this one of the priorities based on what our residents tell us.

We are committed to operating as efficiently as possible to make sure no re-
sources are wasted and the best service possible is delivered to all our residents.
We have increased the methods of access to information and engagement, and |
encourage you to reach out to me and other Council members or City Hall with
questions, challenges, or comments. Happy Spring, Bellbrook!

CenterPoint Energy Pipeline Replacement

Free At-Home COVID-19 Tests

CenterPoint Energy (previously known as Vectren) is relo-
cating 5,843 feet of an existing 20-inch natural gas pipeline
in 6 sections. It appears the section applying to Bellbrook
will be by open cut, and other sections will be under-
ground boring. The overall project is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of October. Although the com- -

pany will minimize the amount of disruption to land- |
scape and hardscape, there will be restoration of
any areas disturbed. For detailed information on
the project, please see the Letter of Notification
found on the News & Announcement page at
www.cityofbellbrook.org.

Every home in the U.S. is
eligible to order four free
| at-home COVID-19 tests.
The tests and shipping are
completely free. Orders
usually ship in 7-12 days
and include four individual rapid antigen COVID-
19 tests. There is a limit of one order per residen-
tial address. Order your tests at
special.usps.com/test kits

CenterPoint
& Energy



http://www.cityofbellbrook.org

City Council

The legislative and policy-making body of the City is comprised of a Mayor and six council members elected at large
on a non-partisan basis. The Bellbrook City Council invites you to attend its regular meetings on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of each month. Meetings begin at 7 pm. For information about City Council, past meetings, and current
issues, call the Clerk of Council at (937) 848-4666 or visit the Council page on our website.

Elloreelk Cly Canal: New Council Positions and Board Reappointments

I Mike Schweller, Mayor Bellbrook City Council has sworn in several individuals into new positions between

9 Forrest Greenwood, Deputy Mayor January and March:

91 Elaine Middlestetter, Council Member 1 Forrest Greenwood, Deputy Mayor

' T.J. Hoke, Council Member 1 T.J. Hoke, Council Member

9 Ernie Havens, Council Member 1 Steve Carmin, Chief of Police

' Brady Harding, Council Member 1 Denny Bennett, Planning Board

I Katherine Cyphers, Council Member 1 Meredith Brinegar, Board of Zoning Appeals / Dictured: Deout

Property Review Commission (BZA / PRC) May:rer'een::oyd

Public Meeting Livestream 1 philip Ogrod, BZA / PRC

& Dchments PUBLIC MEETING 9 Sharon Schroder, BZA / PRC Pictured: Mayorf
Schweller & Chie

W heve lenmahed) & mew E 1 Jacqueline Greenwood, Village Review Board Carmin

video and document index- . ’-' (VRB)

ing and archiving system §  Jeff Owens, VRB

that allows you better ac- LIVESTREAM AND DOCUMENTS '

cess and searching ability to 1 Dwight Bartlett, Historical Museum Board

view public meetings and review information S . .

e B e Y 9 Shane Russell, Historical Museum Board Pictured: Counci

lic meeting by date, type, or title and simply

click on the list of options to view the agenda . .

documents and watch the livestream or ar- pUbIIC RecordS—Dld You Know?

chived video. In addition, you can search docu-

ments from previous public meetings, including Did you know that the City has a wealth of information available online? All City Coun-

by date, meeting type, or by search word. Visit cil meeting minutes, legislation, and meeting videos are all housed on the City’s website.

tl;e pagt§ anyt|.r17:ne ellbrook (] We strive to be as transparent as possible and update the website on a weekly basis

ah mfee ngs-cl yfo < rg)q "Tr'g- Olrd ,% lbel'on with new information. The same information, with the exception of video, is also availa-

the front page ot our website labeled ‘Public ble for all of the City boards and commissions. All of the above information can be

Meeting." With this change, we will no longer be

livestreaming on YouTube starting April 1, 2022, found here: www.cityofbellbrook.org/page/council_ documents.

Seasonal Information
The Little Miami Watershed Network

The Little Miami Watershed Network’s
vision: “A sustainable, high quality Little
Miami watershed for people and wildlife,
now and in the future.”

April is Ohio Native Plant Month, so now is a wonderful time to add
some native plants to your property. Planting native species has three big
benefits. They protect our rivers and streams, provide food for native wild-
life, and lower maintenance. Native plants have deeper root systems than
non-native plants. These deep roots protect our rivers and streams by con-

> trolling erosion, thus stabilizing river and stream banks. They also filter and
clean rainwater as it travels to our streams and creeks.

To learn more or get involved, go to
www.lmwn.org or
contact execdirector@Imwn.org

v Native plants and native wildlife have co-evolved over thousands of years.
Therefore, native plants are the best food source for native wildlife. Bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds need the nectar from flowers for
survival. In the late summer, fall, and even winter, birds eat the seeds and berries produced by native plants. Wildlife that does not eat the
plants eat insects or other animals that feed directly on plants. For instance, caterpillars, which usually feed exclusively on just a couple of
native plants, are at the center of most food webs. Over thousands of years, native plants have evolved to thrive in Ohio’s climate and grow-
ing conditions, making them lower maintenance and less expensive than non-native plants. Their deep root systems allow them to flourish
during our hot, humid summers without watering and help them survive our cold winters. Many local natives prefer our
clay-rich soil, so they do not require fertilizers. Finally, never use pesticides on native plants; there is a symbiotic relation-
ship between native plants and native pollinators.

Ready to try some native plants but do not know where to begin? Our friends at Ohio Native Plant Month have made
it easy to get started. This year identified 4 Plants of Distinction that will be great throughout most of Ohio and are
great at attracting birds and butterflies to your garden--Bur Oak, Eastern Redbud, Northern Spicebush, and Purple Cone-
flower. Learn more about these plants and where to find them at https://www.ohionativeplantmonth.org/.
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April is an exciting time at the Bell-
brook Historical Museum.

We have three new exhibits in our
Rotating Exhibit Room; the first tells
the extraordinary saga of Sleepy
Tom, Bellbrook’s world-record-
holding blind trotting horse. A fantas-
tic story you won't want to miss.

The second is a unique collection of Fans from around the world
dating back to the late 1800s. This collection also includes wom-
en’s and men’s hats from the same time. Both collections include a
riot of bows, feathers, and netting used to adorn the head-ware of

the Victorian era and are sure to evoke images of a long lost time
of finery. We have also added many womenh

Bellbrook Open Arms Health Clinic

Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Community
Support Center

Bellbrook Open Arms Health Clinic provides basic health care for
uninsured or under-insured individuals at 4403 West Franklin/
State Route 725, Suite E, and during various pop-up clinics around
town. Would you like to learn more about the ten most common
long-lasting effects of Covid-19, also known as “long-covid?” For
additional information, stop by our table

and tent in the Bellbrock Park at the Sugar &N W
Maple Festival on April 22 — 24. We're also Q\' p
planning a pop-up clinic that weekend if you Q —p
need blood pressure or blood sugar A
checks. We welcome your smile and salute

SV o
. N
everyone'’s efforts to keep our community (f[m \A\Q
healthy! VOLUNTEER OPTIONS: sign-up
sheet at the festival (or check online at
www.BellbrookOpenArmsClinic.org) for the following ongoing
opportunities: Registered Nurse/Assistant, Office assistant
(medical or non-medical), Physician for Tuesday evening clinics,
Phlebotomist, Executive Director (part-time), and Grant tracker.

Non-medical phone messages at (937) 848-2939.
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