Clty ofBellbrook Newsletter
Mayor Schweller Remembers Deputy Mayor Nick Edwards

It is with a heavy heart that | announce the passing of our good friend and Deputy
Mayor Nick Edwards. Nick passed away on Wednesday June 30. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to Nick's wife Linda and their family. During Nick's battle with cancer,
he was always in contact with the City and continued as a great advocate for Bellbrook.

Deputy Mayor Edwards was a great council man and even stronger Deputy Mayor. He
knew his role and executed it flawlessly. His contributions to the City are

numerous. Those of us in the City who worked with him, knew his focus as a council-
man was to support the citizens of Bellbrook and continue to make it an even better
place for our citizens to call home.

Nick has served the City for the past 24 years in various capacities. He began his city NICHOLAS EDWARDS

service on our Planning Board for ¢ years from 1997 until 2006, leaving that board to
serve on the Board of Zoning Appeals and Property Review Commission for 6 years
from 2007 to 2013. He then ran for City Council. Nick was first elected in 2013 and
re-elected in 2017. Nick became Deputy Mayor in January 2020. YEARS OF SERVICE:

PLANNING BOARD:

1/3/61—6/30/21

Nick brought experience from his professional career as a Senior Vice President at 1997—2006
Key Bank. He was also on several major community boards and brought that Big Board
experience to Bellbrook. He was always an independent thinker, open and transparent
in his remarks. He was direct and always focused on the best result for our citizens.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS &
PROPERTY REVIEW COMMISSION:

2007—-2013

City CouNciL (MEMBER):

Deputy Mayor Edwards will be greatly missed, but not forgotten. His contributions to
the City will always be there for our citizens. 2013-2020

City CouNciL (DEPUTY MAYOR):
Mayor Michael Schweller 2020—2021

Downtown Streetscape Master Plan Underway

Bf—= The City of Bellbrook has contracted with the Kleingers
| | Group to create a downtown streetscape master plan.
3 | This selection came after an RFP was put out and re-
s sponded to by a number of firms. Kleingers was select-
ed and the process to create the plan began in April.
2 Sy The plan will cover Franklin Street from Little Sug-
arcreek Road to Washington Mill Road and Main Street
s — & from Pavilion Lane to Maple Street. It will include sug-
__—I_E:W:m:_s_ _Q_?J_I gestions to make the area safer for pedestrians, in-
Ty LR = s creased parking visibility, lighting improvements, land-
scaping and greenspace enhancements and more. The
plan will serve as a guide for the future vision of the
downtown area. 75% of the plan was funded by a
Greene County Municipal Grant from the County Com-
’ THE missioners. The plan will be complete near the end of
‘ KLE I NGERs September and there will be opportunities for the pub-
GROUP lic to give input on the plan. You can follow the city’s
website for updates—https://tinyurl.com/bmsxwyk
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City Council

The legislative and policy-making body of the City is comprised of a Mayor and six council
members elected at large on a non-partisan basis. The Council hires a professional City Man-
ager who operates the city on a day-to-day basis. The Bellbrook City Council invites you to
attend its regular meetings on the 2" and 4t Mondays of each month. Meetings begin at 7 pm.
For more information about City Council, past meetings and current issues, call the Clerk of
Council at (937) 848-4666 or visit the Council page on our website.

Office of the City Manager
Departure of Melissa Dodd

Melissa has accomplished a diverse range of transformative projects and initiatives in her three years with Bellbrook.
As both City Manager and Finance Director, Melissa efficiently and effectively managed city operations with exper-
tise and positivity. She also enacted beneficial changes beyond the sectors of management and finance and into com-
munity development, planning & zoning, policy & legislation, grant writing, health & wellness, and other aspects of
governance.

Most notably, Melissa completed numerous projects aimed at downtown improvement. Melissa worked with Greene
County Regional Planning and carried out the first complete Comprehensive Plan update since 1974, which provided
much-needed guidance for downtown revitalization. This plan thoroughly outlines guiding principles for preserving
Bellbrook’s history while making meaningful decisions for the future. Melissa also saw the North West Street Side-
walk project to fruition, which included the installation of sidewalk, curb, and ADA compliant ramps along the east
side of North West Street near the Marathon gas station, for which Melissa secured a Community Development
Block Grant that awarded $35,177 of the project total $55,102, with the city share being $19,925. She also obtained a
grant from Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission Transportation Alternatives which awarded Bellbrook $342,965 for pedestrian improve-
ments on State Route 725 across Little Sugarcreek and the addition of a mid-block crosswalk to Dot’s and a protected sidewalk across bridge
and walkway connections from the multiuse path to the west and the edge of Bellbrook Artists Collective. She also launched a Downtown Beau-
tification project that raised $14,100 to purchase custom bike racks and benches installed across downtown.

In engaging with Bellbrook businesses and community members, Melissa sparked the creation of the groups For Bellbrook By Bellbrook, which
brings together local business owners, and Bellbrook By Design, which seeks to move the community forward. Melissa also produced multiple
events for the community. She implemented regular Farmers Markets in downtown, created and hosted the first annual Be Well Bellbrook
event, and collaborated to bring the first Brook Mills 10k, which sold out with 300 runners and raised $700 for the Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Com-
munity Support Center.

While COVID-19 strained the global community, Melissa worked with city staff to ensure the safe continuation of normal city operations. In addi-
tion, she oversaw and managed $467,000 from the CARES Act (The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act). Also during this time,
the North Belleview bridge washed away due to heavy rains in March; Melissa secured $325,000 in Ohio Public Works Commission Emergency
Program funding for the North Belleview Drive culvert replacement project, which was completed under budget and on time in October 2020.

The entirety of these accomplishments continues to positively influence Bellbrook’s residents, businesses, and staff. Throughout her time in Bell-

brook, Melissa worked to realize numerous priorities with determination and zeal, the success of which has made Bellbrook a better place to
work, live, and grow.

Renewal Levy on November 2 Ballot

On November 2, 2021, the voters of the City of Bellbrook will be asked to vote on a Renewal 1.3 mill General Fund Levy. This levy was origi-
nally approved in 1962 and has either been renewed or replaced every 5 years. This General Fund Levy generates approximately $226,039
per year and represents 21% of the General Fund budget.

The General Fund is the city’s only non-restricted fund that is able to provide funding toward a number of projects and services as well as
other funds in need of support such as Fire and Police. Funding provides basic operational services and amenities such as City Council/
Administration, Planning and Zoning, Library maintenance and the Bell-
brook Historical Museum.
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The City of Bellbrook is one of the few remaining cities in the state of
Ohio that does not levy an income tax on its residents. The City relies on
%rcipel\rltj taxes to fund critical city services provided to residents.
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The effective rate and cost for property owners is actually 18% less than
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Community

Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Chamber of Commerce

The Chamber is a work in progress. Cur-
rently, we are transitioning our billing & in-
voices. In 2021, we moved to a first of the
year billing cycle. This will allow us to know
exactly how many members we have and
focus on new memberships. Our annual
golf outing is September 2, 2021, at Sugar Valley. You can find
updates on our website. August 6, we are havinga MEET N
GREET from 4 to 7 pm in the Hot Springs Spa parking lot ar-

ea. Our next in person meeting is August 5 from 12-1 pm at the
Sugarcreek Township Building. This is a catered luncheon. Please
RSVP to info@bellbrooksugarcreekchamber.com
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Winters-Bellbrook Community Library

Bellbrook Boi Scout Trooi iii coniratulates these 6 young men

While the Winters-
Bellbrook Library closed
only briefly in March of
2020, we have remained
steady in our commitment
to serving the community
in as many ways as the
CDC and the local health
department would al-
low. So now we can say
we are starting to have in-
person programming once
again! Check our events
at Greenelibrary.info for
| all of our story times,

| crafts, games, and book
i clubs beginning in Au-

gust. Stop into the library
for some of our fun scavenger hunts or our take-and-make crafts
for all ages. Maybe you will spot Ms. Amanda out on our Book
Bike at one of the community events this month. We are so ex-
cited to be bringing you more programs than ever before, both
virtually and in person. However comfortable you feel, the li-
brary is here for you!

Bellbrook Garden Club

On Wednesday evening, September 8th, the Bellbrook Garden
Club will host an educational program at 7 pm at the Bellbrook-
Sugarcreek Middle School at 3600 Feedwire Road on garden-
ing in the fall, including preparing for winter. The program is
free and open to the public.

Bellbrook Lions Club

The Bellbrook Lions Club will hold our annual
"SummerFest" festival. The Bellbrook Summer-
Fest runs Friday, Saturday, and Sunday Au-
gust 27, 28, and 29, 2021 at the old Sugarcreek
School at 51 East Street, Bellbrook Ohio. The
SummerFest begins Friday night at 5 pm with
games, carnival rides, crafts, and lots of great
food! Lots of things to do for kids and adults alike. Don't miss the big
parade through downtown Bellbrook at 4 pm on Saturday. Great food
trailers for cotton candy, Italian sausages, chicken, and last but not least
funnel cakes. And, of course, we will have awesome food in our big food
tent each day. No one will go home hungry!! At the conclusion of the
festival Sunday at 4 pm, we draw names of the 50/50 and other prize
winners. For more information, please visit http://bellbrooklions.org/
festival.html

Bellbrook Open Arms Health Clinic
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Please consider these essential,
ongoing PART-TIME need:s for:

Executive Director, who will
monitor and guide clinic activi-
ties and fulfill some administra-
tive duties.

Event Coordinator who will
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receive cross-training, then m C\&
oversees approximately six

easy community events per year, all according to your
flexible scheduling needs!

The Women'’s clinic on Friday mornings has been tempo-
rarily suspended. Through various grants, we are improv-
ing our technology and telemedicine.

Thank you for sharing the news about this FREE commu-
nity clinic for friends and neighbors who are uninsured
and underinsured.

Phone: (937) 848-2939

Website: www.bellbrookopenarmsclinic.org
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