April 4—Easter Sunday City Goals were established. The Council as a whole
April 23-25—Jim “Pee Wee” Martin’s 100t
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April 2—Good Friday (City Offices closed) Clty Goals EStabIIShed A; ; ‘%i\ TR0 %
At the January 25th City Council meeting, the 2021 X

discussed over the course of two meetings various _2021
BN i Fest goals related to a number of initiatives including the City Goals r

downtown, infrastructure, zoning, walkability, fire de-

May 31—Memorial Day (City Offices closed) partment future needs and more. The discussions fi-

July 5—City offices closed in observance of July 4th
August 21—Brook Mills 10k and Be Well Bellbrook

nalized a list of 5 goal categories associated with the
4 council committees and also general items. City Council goals for 2021 include:

General-monitoring the ongoing pandemic, updates to zoning code and proper-

Banner photo by courtesy of Alaina Fitzner ty maintenance code, and code enforcement plan

X X X . Financial-Look at opportunity for a Community Improvement Corporation and
COVICI-19 and Clty Services understand future levy needs

Safety—Reassess tornado sirens and fire department needs and future options
for operations

All City Buildings will reopen to the

public for regular business Monday
April 5, 2021. We still encourage folks| 4. Service—Further study of Little Sugarcreek Road and walkability improvements
to continue to conduct business

remotely when possible. . Community Affairs—Downtown improvements and reinstitute quarterly
community leaders meetings

Downtown Streetscape Plan “Make Downtown a place where

As part of the Comprehensive Plan’s goal to “reshape down- s 1 FE"'}I}IE want to live.”
town into a vibrant, pedestrian friendly destination”, the City is
looking to engage a firm to create a downtown plan that will do just that. A Request for Proposals was issued in February and
responses due back by March 19. The plan will focus on Franklin and Main Streets. The goal is to identify improvements and
enhancements while preserving the character and history of the City. Firms are being asked to identify public spaces which
could be enhanced, suggest sidewalk and walkway improvements, recommend upgrades to

| branding and wayfinding signage, look at street light upgrades, landscaping improvements and

more. The selected firm will have six months to prepare the plan for presentation to Council.
g Part of the plan will be to phase in the improvements over the course of three years. Investing
_/ The hope is that updating the infrastructure downtown will create a welcoming environment
i for all and attract new businesses which will enhance the downtown experience. We will keep
the community updated as this exciting project progresses.

Comprehensive Plan

2021 Capital Improvements Approved

At their February 8th meeting, City Council approved the 2021 Capital Improvement Plan. This includes a number
of projects that will be completed throughout the year. Below is a listing of some of the notable projects included
in the $575,000 budget approved:

Project Cost Project Cost
Annual Paving $200,000 Crescent Ct. Culvert $30,000
Relining
2 new Police cruisers & |$99,000 Bledsoe Drive water $165,000
all associated equipment tower painting
Crosswalk Installations $25,000 Workstations $7,000




City Council

The legislative and policy-making body of the City is com-
prised of a Mayor and six council members elected at large
on a non-partisan basis. The Council hires a professional
City Manager who operates the city on a day-to-day basis.

The Bellbrook City Council invites you to attend its regular
meetings on the 2" and 4% Mondays of each month virtually
either by Zoom or live stream on YouTube. Meetings begin

at 7 pm.

For more information about City Council, past meetings
and current issues, call the Clerk of Council at (937) 848-
4666 or visit the Council page on our website.

3 YouTube

Find us on YouTube—
live and recorded:

Bellbrook City Hall

Recently Adopted Legislative Items

Message from the Mayor

| hope this message finds each of you
well as we are entering what we all hope
is the light at the end of the pandemic.
We have been anxious to put 2020 be-
hind us and move forward into 2021 with
renewed hope and optimism. For 2021,
City Council, along with the City Manag-
er, have established a number of goals to
work toward this year. These goals can
be found on the City website under City
Council - 2021 City Goals at http://
www.cityofbellbrook.org/page/

council city goals .

This exercise proved very productive for
Council and took into account many different perspectives. A
recurring theme was infrastructure improvements and down-
town Bellbrook. We intend to pursue these goals with a strong
focus on fiscal responsibility coupled with providing the greatest
benefit to our citizens.

Infrastructure improvements and the necessary upgrades have
always been among our top priorities. Council has also ex-
pressed interest in identifying ways to enhance our downtown
through a number of different initiatives. The downtown area is
an important asset to our community and one that we wish to
preserve as we continue to seek ways to improve it and make it
the heart of future activity.

| am proud of the contributions of our Councilmembers in creat-
ing these goals. Each of our councilmembers, including myself,
are extremely committed and passionate when it comes to the
advancement of Bellbrook, with all community members in mind.
Bellbrook is a town full of many great assets that we intend to
preserve and strengthen as we move forward toward implemen-
tation of our 2021 City goals.

Updates on our progress will follow in future newsletters.
Stay healthy and | hope everyone has a wonderful Easter.

Mayor Mike Schweller

LEGISLATION TITLE REASON

2020-13 An Ordinance Approving the Appropriations | 2021 Annual Budget
for the City of Bellbrook for Fiscal Year End-
ing December 31, 2021

2020-14,15 Ordinances to Adjust the City of Bellbrook Year end budget adjustments—2 separate ordinances
Appropriations for 2020

2021-1 An Ordinance Amending Zoning Code Sec- Changed oath to be administered by board chair ver-
tion 20.08 “Proceedings of the Board of Zon- | sus a notary
ing Appeals

2021-2 An Ordinance Repealing and Enacting Chap- | Updated permit fees
ter 1244 “Zoning Permits and Certificates”

2021-3 Ordinance to Adjust the City of Bellbrook Approved capital projects incorporated into 2021
Appropriations for 2021 budget

2021-A Resolution to Execute a 3 Year Agreement New 3 year contract with Fire union
with the Intl" Assoc. of Fire Fighters

2021-C Resolution Approving the Amended Solid City approving the updated waste management plan
Waste Management Plan for Greene County | of the Greene County Solid Waste Management Dis-

trict

2021-H Resolution to Enter into an Agreement to In- | ODOT will be paying 100% of the costs to install an

stall new traffic signal at 725 & Lakeman updated signal and lighting on 725 at Lakeman
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Community

Bellbrook Historical Museum

In January 2021, Bruce and Joann Shadrach donated an old horse-
drawn wagon to the Bellbrook Museum. The wagon is a relic of
the past with a personal tie to Bellbrook. This wagon was previ-
ously owned by the late John Kemp, a long-time resident of Bell-
brook. The wagon was his pride and joy. It was reported that he
treated the wagon like others might treat a treasured sports car.
For example, he never took it out in the rain and stored it under
cover. Mr. Kemp's prized Belgium horses, similar to the famous
Budweiser Clydesdales, pulled the wagon. The team appeared in
various town events, such as the Sugar Maple Parade.
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Dwight Bartlett, President of the Bellbrook Museum Board of
Trustees, stated, “We greatly appreciate the Shadrachs’ donation
of this special piece of Bellbrook history. We plan to restore the
wagon to its former glory and bring it back for community events.”
Dwight praised the City Maintenance Crew for completing the
difficult task of hauling the wagon to the Museum warehouse. Said
Dwight, “Many thanks to Jerry Burgan, Alex Fabrick, Brett
Woeste, Jon Dalton, Matt Sanderman, and Josh Burns for the safe
delivery of the wagon. They handled the task with professional-
ism, and the wagon was delivered without incident.”

The Kemp wagon is in reasonably good condition. The green
paint, fancy lettering, and John Kemp’s name painted on the sides
appear to be in excellent condition, defying its real age. Accord-
ing to Dwight Barlett, “The wagon is in far better shape than | im-
agined, but it still needs some work. Once the pandemic is over,
we hope to enlist support from the community to rehabilitate the
wagon.” The work likely entails replacing worn/broken wood piec-
es and repainting parts of the wagon. Dwight envisions folks from
the community volunteering their time to help with this effort. It
would be an excellent opportunity to learn about this piece of
history and to give back to Bellbrook.

Judy Carr, the Museum Curator, summed up the excitement sur-
rounding the acquisition of this new artifact, “| was thrilled when
the Shadrachs’ decided to donate the wagon to the museum. |
look forward to showcasing the wagon at various events.” How
nice that this piece of Bellbrook history found a new home at the
museum. Restoring the wagon to its former glory will be a note-
worthy achievement and honor Bellbrook’s history!

Thank you, Lions Club!

The Bellbrook Fire Department would
like to thank the Bellbrook Lions Club
for their generous donation to the
Department. With their support, the
Fire Department can continue to carry
out the mission to enhance the quality
of life in our City and to provide a
healthy and safe environment to those

we serve. Once again, Thank You to
the Bellbrook Lions!

The Bellbrook Police Department would graciously like to thank
the members of the Lion's Club for their generous donation!
The Bellbrook Police Department humbly asked for and re-
ceived funds towards vest carriers for the patrol officers. A vest
carrier is exactly what it sounds like, a carrier for our ballistic
panels. The carrier looks like a vest in a uniform shirt fashion
where the officer places his ballistic panels and is worn over a
uniform shirt. This allows officers to remove this outer carrier
when they come to the building to complete paperwork on hot
days. The vest carriers are very professional looking and main-
tain the safety standard we need for this officer safety tool. This
great idea came from Officer Josh Warren.

Winters-Bellbrook Community Library

Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Park District

The Bellbrook Sugarcreek Park District would like to send heartfelt
thanks to all our community members for their continued support over
the past year. Our staff loves nothing better than to bring our community
together and have missed doing so during these times. We are looking
forward to the warmer months and the opportunity to offer more recrea-
tional and educational programs for our community! Please keep your
eyes open for updates to our social media and website for program regis-
trations to open up for new rounds of fitness classes, family programs,
and summer camps.

While our traditional, program-centered newsletter has been postponed
for the time being, watch your mailboxes for a parks-centered version
arriving soon that will help you learn more about the park district’s past
and future. As the temperatures warm and the flowers bloom, we can't
wait to see you out in the parks!



