City Holiday Observances City of Bellbrook Newsletter December 2020

Message from the Mayor

| hope this newsletter finds you well during this challenging time of
navigating the COVID-19 pandemic. Rest assured that while our City
buildings remain closed to the public, our City services have continued
without interruption.

Christmas Eve (city offices closed)...Dec. 24

Christmas Day (city offices closed)....Dec 25

Dec. 31 . .
New Vel Rlat 63 While the holidays present some unique challenges under our new
New Y D | “normal” protocols, | hope everyone was able to enjoy a safe and hap-
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other, and | look forward to the New Year.

While the pandemic has greatly impacted our year, we did have a ma-
jor bright spot regarding the repair of the bridge on North
Belleview. More on this can be found later in this newsletter, but

c 5 5 suffice it to say, the City was very fortunate to have secured the Ohio Public Works Emer-
COV|d'19 and Clty Services gency Program Funding. Our City Manager tracked the due date for submission and not
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Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year. | look forward to sharing more with you again in
our 2021 newsletter.

Fire Chief Jim Neidhard Retiring

In October, Fire Chief Jim Neidhard announced his retirement as of December 31, 2020. This marks the end of
a 35-year career. Chief Neidhard began his career in the fire service as a volunteer firefighter at Washington
Township in 1985. He began his full-time career in 1990 as a Firefighter/Paramedic at Miamisburg before return-
ing to Washington Township in 1993. He served in various roles during his 21-year tenure at Washington Town-
ship and ultimately served as their Deputy Chef. Jim was hired by the City of Bellbrook as the City’s second

\ full-time Fire Chief in January of 2014. During his tenure in Bellbrook, the department obtained an ISO rating of
2, which put the department in the top 3% of the nation. He digitized the department’s reporting technology,
updated all department policies to be in line with best practices, and secured a grant for the department’s CPR
LUCAS devices. Chief Neidhard also saw the passage of a new levy in 2018, which allowed the increase of
staffing to safer numbers. He has overseen numerous equipment and apparatus purchases to provide the de-
partment with the tools necessary to provide excellent service to the community. Chief Neidhard has served
Bellbrook well over the last seven years and has forever left his mark on the department and the community, and for that, we thank
him and wish him well in his well-deserved retirement!

City Received $445,571 in Coronavirus Relief Funds RSEEEENATERIDTE TS0

Local Government Assistance Program

In March of this year, the US Department of Treasury awarded funds to the
State of Ohio as part of the CARES Act. The state then funneled monies to Oh hio | oo puee

Ohio counties, which in turn funneled monies to local governments. There

were three total awards given over the last several months. The total received by the City of Bellbrook was $445,571. Spend-
ing was bound by ever-changing guidance from the state and federal level. Any unused funds by November 20 were to be
returned to the distributing county. The City worked hard to identify projects to spend the funding to protect staff and the
community from the pandemic. Here are the major spending categories the funds were used for:

$20k granted to Family Re- $28k in remote work expenses | $35k in touchless facilities and | $9k for library outdoor seating
source Center to assist families |for employees safety measure installation for social distancing

$67k in police and fire safety $140k in Police wages $127k in Fire wages $18k in misc. PPE and leave




Community

Bellbrook Historical Museum

Yes, we are open
and ready to cele-
brate the holiday sea-
son. The rotating ex-
hibit room will have a
beautifully decorated
Christmas tree with
toys of the past under
the tree. Come in and
help us finish decorat-
ing the tree with Can-
dy Canes. Next, step
into our artifact room
and relive a little of
the 1950s. You do not
want to miss seeing
our retro Silver Tree
of the '50s with the
vintage glass orna-
ments.

2020 will be a year
that will go down in

Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Community
Support Center

The Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Community Support Center
(formerly the Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Family Resource Center)

is here to help our
community! We are
busy running our
Food Pantry (serving
over 30 families per
week) and gearing up
for our Thanksgiving
food and Christmas
gift programs! We are
now also offering
educational classes
and support groups.
We are here for ALL
community members
-- visit us at
www.bscsc.org or on
Facebook to stay up
to date on our cur-

We're here to help!

Food Pantry
Social Services Assistance
[(askuston | Support Groups

| youcan
olunteer or

o '/ Adult Classes
Emergency Clothing
Household Necessities
School Supplies
Birthday/Holiday Presents
Thanksgiving/Christmas Meals

history and one we
will all remember. We
were fortunate to reopen in June at limited capacity. We could
not have our third graders tours nor our other special walking
tour of Historical Bellbrook.

We look forward to doing these special tours and receptions
again in 2021.

We will be closed in January and February. We will open in
March 2021 with a special exhibit celebrating and honoring the
Berryhill Family. The Berryhill's have been part of the community
since 1813 when Alexander Berryhill settled south of Bellbrook
on 640 acres at Centerville -Waynesville corner. This family
probably has the most descendants in the area and has contrib-
uted much to the community.

We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and
Happy 2021.

The museum is free to the public and is open on Wednesday
from 10 am to 2 pm and Saturdays from 12 noon to 4 pm. For
more information, museum staff can be reached at (937) 848-
24715 or visit the museum page on our website

at www.cityofbellbrook.org.

Bellbrook-Sugarcreek Parks District

Bellbrook Sugarcreek Park District is committed to offering resi-
dents as much variety in programming as possible at this time. Due
to COVID19 restrictions, we are currently planning programs on a
monthly basis. Program offerings and registration will be made
available at the end of the previous month. To learn more about
our monthly programming, please visit our website:
www.bellbrooksugarcreekparks.org or visit us on Facebook or
Instagram @BellbrookSugarcreekParks.

Don't forget, the parks are OPEN from dawn until dusk - we en-
courage all residents to take a hike or two and soak up as much
sunshine as possible!
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www.bscsc.org COMMUNITY SUPPORT CENTER
facebook.com/BSCSC51 BRIDGING THE GAP

rent offerings and
opportunities to get
involved!

Formerly the B-S Family Resource Center. New name, same great team!

Winters-Bellbrook Community Library

The Winters Library staff cannot be-
lieve that December is here!

We are still doing curbside during our
regular hours! While you are wel-
come inside, this service dramatically
benefits anyone who might be at risk
for Coronavirus. Give us a call from a
designated space, and we will run
your requests out to your car.

Not sure what you want? Check out
our Home Collections form on our
website at wwwgreenelibrary.info.
We will curate a collection of books
for the entire family or choose your
next great read based on your likes.
Pair it with curbside for a safe option to using your library. This
is not just for kids, as we love doing these collections for adults
too.

We have moved requests out to our library's front and have
installed a second self-check unit for patrons to have a fully
self-service area. Of course, the librarians are still close by to
help you find what you need or assist with the self-check ma-
chine.

Do you need to use our computers to check email, print, or
send in a form? We are taking reservations for one-hour
timeslots throughout the day and cleaning and sanitizing the
computers for 30 minutes in between use. Call our reference
desk at 937-709-6032 for a reservation.

Finally, our book clubs are back! We currently have two adult
book clubs each month, which are held via Zoom. Sign up on
our website under Events. You'll also find Teen and Children’s
programming online!

Remember, we are open during all regular hours except Sun-
days for the time being.

Thanks for all of your support. We hope you have a wonderful
holiday season.


http://www.bellbrooksugarcreekparks.org
http://www.cityofbellbrook.org
http://www.bscsc.org

Community

Bellbrook Boy Scout Troop 375

Bellbrook Boy Scout Troop 375 congratulates the nine graduating

Seniors on achieving the rank of Eagle Scout:

Mathew Billock
Caleb Brooks
Ryan Cross
Jorin Hanson
Collin Kepple
Kobe Kowal
John Malas
Cole McCrae

Brody Vaughn

Their Court of Honor ceremony was held on August 2nd, 2020. State
Representative Rick Perales congratulated the boys and presented
each of them with a commemorative certificate.

Bellbrook Garden Club

Bellbrook Garden Club holds a plant sale of perennials one Saturday in
May. While most of the plants come from members’ gardens, some area
homeowners contact the club to dig up plants from their yards, and these
are potted and added to the sale. If you have perennials (some that the
club does not take) you would like to give to the club sale or have mem-
bers dig from your yard in March or April, please contact Bellbrook Gar-
den Club. Email bellbrookgardenclub@gmail.com or call Lisa at 937-371-
1066.

Proceeds support club educational programs and operations, including
tending gardens at the library, museum, and the downtown urns. Funds
also are donated by the club to local nonprofit organizations and for stu-
dent scholarships. For more information about Bellbrook Garden Club,
please visit bellbrookgardenclub.org.

Bellbrook Sugarcreek Optimist Club

APTMSTS- Bellbrook Sugarcreek Optimist President Ste-
Wé%%%% ve Young presents a ceremonial check to

Heather Sabin that signifies the establishment
of the Michael Sabin Memorial Scholarship at
Sinclair Com-

munity Col-

lege. The

scholarship

will provide financial assis-

tance for students in the

Bellbrook-Sugarcreek area

enrolled at Sinclair Communi-

ty College. The Club was

able to provide these funds

through the monies earned

through the Avenue of Flags

program. Please see our web site bellbrooksugarcreekopti-
mist.com or call (937) 562-1740. Thanks for your support.
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Bellbrook Open Arms Health Clinic
“ The Bellbrook Open Arms Health
Clinic serves patients in Greene
County and nearby uninsured or
underinsured areas. This year, the
100% volunteer team has conducted
Q*/\/i- over 370 patient visits through our
r c) Primary Care Clinic, Women’s
\ Health Clinic, Student-Run Free
4 % Clinic, and Paths to Wellness Clinic.
[]H C\‘*\ We anticipate that our patient popu-
lation will increase this year more
than in the past because of continuing gaps in healthcare ac-
cess, new patient visits needed by individuals and families
who have immigrated and live locally, and the closing of other
nearby free clinics. Additionally, due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic,
health safety needs have encouraged us to successfully
launch and offer Telemedicine services using Doxy.me.
This increased offering was utilized fully by our Saturday
(once monthly) Student-Run Free Clinic and Paths to Well-
ness programs. Please visit our website
at www.bellbrookopenarmsclinic.org or call (937) 848-2939
for more specific information.



http://www.BellbrookOpenArmsClinic.org
http://gmail.com
http://bellbrookgardenclub.org

