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2019, A Year in Review

What a year it has been! And it isn’t even over yet! Here are some of the highlights of

2019 in Bellbrook. We hope you enjoy this snapshot of accomplishments! It has been a
busy year and we are already looking forward to what 2020 has in store for us.

In January the For Bellbrook By Bellbrook group was
formed. This group was formed to bring the business
community together to network and strategize how to
help grow the downtown. It meets every week and has
since its start in January. Nearly 20 people meet each
week including our City Manager and members of Coun-
cil.

In April 10 bike racks and nine benches were installed downtown through fundraising.

$14,100 was raised in two months which enabled the purchase

and sponsorship of each of these pieces to enhance the down-

town.

In February four Little Free Libraries were created by members
of the City’s Service Department and installed around town.
This is a collaboration with our local Girl Scout troop to keep
them stocked and monitored to make sure they are in good con-
dition. They have been a wonderful asset to the community and
we thank the Girl Scouts for their hard work to keep them
stocked!

In 2019, two grants for pedestrian improvements downtown were awarded. The first was

for $342,965 to build a walkway over the Franklin Street bridge at Little Sugarcreek which

is set for construction in 2023 if not sooner. The second was for $35,177 to add sidewalk
and ADA compliant curb ramps along North West Street for safer
access to the Plaza with construction set for 2020.

- The City also hosted regular farmers markets downtown. The
B8 market started with one per month and quickly increased to two

next year!

In July an assessment of downtown

was completed and recommendations were presented to

the community at a public meeting. The recommendations

highlighted the need for a community organization to help

move the community forward, addressing the downtown

real estate conditions, engaging community and strengthen-

ing our identity. These recommendations have already start-
ed to be put into place and we look forward to continuing
to work on these in the future.
On September 14 the first Be Well Bellbrook health and

| wellness event was held alongside the Brook Mills 10k

which had a sellout crowd of 300! Both events were ex-
tremely well received and will be back in 2020 even bigger
and better!

We hope you found this glimpse into the year helpful and love what is happening in Bell-
brook!




From the City Manager

A Minute with the Manager

The holidays are here once
again! | love this time of year
" for a number of reasons. It is
all about traditions as we en-
joy the holidays and also re-
flect as we enter the new
year. 2019 has been a big year
in Bellbrook. We have initiat-
ed and completed so many
projects that this short sec-
tion can't handle! Which is
why this issue we dedicated
Y the front page to the year in
review. At time of print we
will still have a month left in the year, but | just couldn’t
keep this list to myself any longer! | hope that you have
seen positive changes in the community and that you
welcome what the future holds for Bellbrook. Your input
and feedback as we make changes is of utmost im-
portance. We are here to serve the community and want
to hear from you if you have ideas or suggestions!
Please know that my door is always open and | am only a
phone call or email away. Talking about vision and the
future of Bellbrook is my favorite topic!

Wishing you all the happiest of holidays and an even

better 2020! \4/)/2 - Qﬁéé(

City Offices Closed for Holidays

City offices will be closed for the following holidays:

Tuesday, December 24th
Wednesday. December 25th
Wednesday, January 1st
Monday, January 20th
Monday, February 17th

Please note that your trash may be delayed on some of
these dates and those changes are outlined on the Ser-
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Optimist Club Hometown Heroes

At the September 14, 2019 Saturday Street Fair the Bell-
brook Sugarcreek Optimist Club awarded their Hometown
Hero awards. Each year they present a police office and fire-
fighter from both Sugarcreek Township and Bellbrook de-
partments with the award. This award is typically nominated
by each of the
Chiefs. This
year the Opti-
mists Club

il decided to do
something

| different and
J honor the

8 Chiefs them-
selves for
their hard
work and ded-
ication to the
community.
We are lucky to have Police Chief Doug Doherty and Fire
Chief Jim Neidhard both keeping our community safe!

Employee Service Awards

Each November employees are awarded for their years
of dedicated service. This year 9 employees were recog-
nized at the November 12 Council meeting

Office Bob Loudermilk—Police—35 years
Sergeant Jim Burns—Police—25 years
Paul Stroud—Service—20 years

Ronnie Hearrell-Fire—20 years

Lt. Jon Nickerson - Fire—10 years
Taylor Click—Fire—5 years

Officer Josh Warren—Police—5 years
Chief Doug Doherty—Police—5 years
Chief Jim Neidhard—Fire—5 years

This year each service award recipient received gift cards
from various Bellbrook businesses as a way for the City
to help support local.

City Wins Auditor of State Award

The City of Bellbrook was |
awarded the Ohio Auditor
of State Award for excel-
lence in financial reporting
for the 2018 fiscal year. This
award is given to entities
that demonstrate effective
and accountable financial
practices. The City prides

OHIO AUDITOR OF STATE AWARD
Presentedto

City of Bellbrook

itself on its fiscal responsi-
bility and plans to continue that level of excellence
for years to come.




Council, Commissions, and Boards

The legislative and policy-making body of the City is comprised
of a Mayor and six council members elected at large on a non-
partisan basis. The Council hires a professional City Manager
who operates the city on a day-to-day basis.

The Bellbrook City Council invites you to attend its regular
meetings on the 2" and 4* Mondays of each month. Meetings
begin at 7PM.

For more information about City Council, past meetings and
current issues, call the Clerk of Council at 937-848-4666 or
visit the Council page on our website.

Mike Schweller, Mayor

Darryl McGill, Deputy Mayor

Elaine Middlestetter, Council Member
Nick Edwards, Council Member

Forrest Greenwood, Council Member
Dona Seger-Lawson, Council Member

Dr. David VanVeldhuizen, Council Member

=2 =2 =8 =8 -8 -4 =9

Mavyor Schweller Wins 2 Year Term

On November 5, Mayor Schweller
won his first two year term as
Mayor. He will serve as the 10th
Mayor of Bellbrook since becom-
ing a City in 1974. Mayor Schweller
brings a wealth of experience to
the position. He served 10 years
on the Planning Board, 23 years
on City Council and 15 of those
years as Deputy Mayor. After for-
mer Mayor Bob Baird moved out-
side of the City and into the
Township this summer Schweller
assumed the position of Mayor
officially on June 18, 2019. Mayor
Schweller will serve a two-year term that will expire Decem-
ber 31, 2021.

Thank You to Seger-Lawson and McGill

The Mayor, City Council and staff would

all like to thank outgoing Council Mem-

bers Dona Seger-Lawson and Darryl

McGill for their dedicated service to the
City.

Mrs. Seger-Lawson
has served on Coun-
cil since 2012 when
she was first elected.
She served two full
terms after her re-
election in 2015.

Mr. McGill has served since taking over

for Jon Martin in 2016. Mr. McGill served

as Deputy Mayor after Mayor Schweller
assumed his role as Mayor in 2019.

City Council Welcomes 2 New Members

At the November 5th general election, three seats for coun-
cil were up for election as well as the Mayor's position. Tim
Taylor and Ernie Havens were both newly elected to City
Council. Elaine Middlestetter was re-elected as well. All
three members will serve four-year terms which will expire
December 31, 2023.

Ernie Havens has been married 30 years and is the father of
two Bellbrook graduates. He began his career in the US Na-
vy Submarine Force. He attended Wright State University
and earned a degree in Engineering Physics. He currently
owns Cuda Composites and publishes Bellbrook-
Sugarcreek Neighbors. He was a former Bellbrook scout-
master and is a Bellbrook Lion. He is excited to roll up his
sleeves and pitch-in to serve the City of Bellbrook.

Tim Taylor and his wife Katie have lived in Bellbrook for 10
years with their five children. Mr. Taylor, a USMC veteran,
retired from the City of Dayton Fire Department in June.
Tim still volunteers his time providing Fire Safety presenta-
tions where requested, and respectfully serves at the pleas-
ure of the Dayton Fire Honor Guard. Mr. Taylor indicated
he's truly appreciative of the opportunity he's been given by
Bellbrook's citizens and plans to faithfully work for a better
Bellbrook, and to earn the overwhelming support he's re-
ceived.

Changes on Planning Board

In September, Planning
Board Chair Dr. David
VanVelduizen assumed
a vacant seat on City
Council after the de-
parture of Mayor
Baird.

Mitchell Thompson
then assumed the role
as Chair of Planning
Board.

The Community Affairs
Committee of City
Council then interviewed and recommended a replacement for
Planning Board. Tim Tuttle was then selected and sworn in at
the October 28th meeting of City Council.

Tim has been a resident of Bellbrook for three years and is a
stay at home dad to his three children. He served as the Depu-
ty Auditor for Clark County for over 10 years. We are happy to
have Tim serving!

Holiday Schedule for City Council

With the holidays upon us, City Council will have an adjusted
schedule in December and will meet only once. The only meet-
ing in December will be the 9th with the meeting on the 23rd
cancelled.




